
How to Revise:
English Language



GCSE English Language

2 exams 
50% each

Paper 1 – Fiction and 
creative writing

Paper 2 – Non Fiction and 
persuasive writing 



Language Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 minutes

Section A (Reading)
•1 fiction extract
•4 questions – always the same format

Section B (Writing)
•2 tasks – pick 1
•Descriptive writing 
•Punctuation, spelling and grammar are tested



Paper 1 – Section A (Reading)

•Testing ability to read and understand the text

•Using quotations

•Using terminology

•Thinking about the effect on the tone



Have your easy peasy guide 
to hand-it is already in 

manageable chunks to help 
you think about the 

questions, the marks and 
the skills to show. 

If you have lost yours please 
ask your English teacher for 

a new one!



Test yourself on question 
one, by reading a text and 

asking yourself the key facts. 

Question Two is a question 
that demands you highlight 
the key terminology-make 

sure you know the difference 
between nouns, verbs and 
adjectives and similes and 
metaphors-not sure? See 

the English Department for 
a glossary of key terms. 





Question Three demands you 
have an overview of the whole 

extract. On the first read 
through in the exam it is 

important to divide your text 
into start, then, next, end and 
highlight what is happening in 
each section-introduction of 

character? Passage of detailed 
description? 

Ensure that you know the key 
structural features and some 

good words to use for tone-listed 
on the next slide and to be found 

in your guides. 





Print off these sheets to help you analyse the structural features  





Print off these sheets to help you analyse the language 



Example Answer: How many marks?
I agree with the statement because I think the characters are realistic. It  feels like we’re 
in the coach with them when it says an old man ‘let the  window down with a crash, 
bringing a shower of rain upon himself andhis  fellow passengers.’ This uses 
onomatopoeia and a metaphor to put an  image in the reader’s head and make us feel 
like we are reallythere.

We also feel like we are inside the coach when it says: ‘The fewpassengers  huddled 
together for warmth, exclaiming in unison when the coach sank  into a heavier rut than 
usual.’ This uses a metaphor and an adverb. They  are all cold and grouped together and 
we feel sorry for them so we can  imagine how cold they are and feel like we are there. 
This makes us feel  sorry for the passengers.

The woman in the blue cloak is made to sound like an animal because she  is ‘burrowing
into the depths of a large basket.’ This makes us think she is like  an animal which is 
effective because it makes the reader imagineit.

Mary seems separate from the rest of the passengers. ‘Mary Yellan sat in  the opposite 
corner, where the trickle of rain oozed through the crack in  the roof.’ We can imagine 
her on her own away from the others with the  rain falling onto her. She seems 
different tothem.

Mary seems desperate but hopeful because she is ‘hoping with a sort of  desperate 
interest that some ray of light would break the heavy blanketof  sky,’ This uses a 
metaphor and symbolism. This makes us think she is  unhappy with the weather and 
wants it to change.

However, she hopes to see ‘a momentary trace of that lost blue heaven’  which shows 
that she thinks the hope is lost. This is a metaphor and puts an  image in your head of
heaven being lost to her which is quite a sad image.

I therefore agree with the statement because we really imagine the  characters in
detail and the writer uses language to make us think.

Use PEDAL to structure your response  
effectively. Make your opinion clear.

Advice:

Question 4 - Evaluation and analysis

Levels Skills

Level 4  
‘perceptive’  
‘detailed’  16-
20 marks

• Evaluates critically and in detail the  
effect(s) on the reader

• Shows perceptive understanding of  
writer’s methods

• Selects a judicious range of textual  detail
• Develops a convincing and critical  

response to the focus of the  statement

Level 3  
‘clear’  
‘relevant’  11-
15 marks

• Evaluates clearly the effect(s) on the  reader
• Shows clear understanding of writer’s  

methods
• Selects a range of relevant textual  

references
• Makes a clear and relevant response  to the 

focus of the statement

Level 2  ‘some’  
‘attempted’  
6-10 marks

• Makes some evaluative comment(s)  on 
effect(s) on the reader

• Shows some understanding of  
writer’s methods

• Selects some appropriate textual
reference(s)

• Makes some response to the focus  of 
the statement

Level 1  
‘Simple’  
‘limited’  1-
5 marks

• Makes simple, limited evaluative  
comment(s) on effect(s) on reader

• Shows limited understanding of  
writer’s methods

• Selects simple, limited textual  
reference(s)

• Makes a simple, limited response to  the 
focus of the statement



Question five is the most 
important question on both 
language papers-worth 40 
marks they are half of each 

paper and a quarter of the GCSE 
grade alone. You must save 

yourself 45 minutes and you 
need to plan and use of your 

previous attempts to help you to 
prepare. 



Take any image and prepare a WLPT so 
you can hone your previous phrases. 

Write out your best similes and 
metaphors so you can use them again. 

Ensure that you have rehearsed a 
positive weather paragraph and a 

negative weather paragraph so you have 
a good starting point no matter the 

image. 



Think about the mark 
scheme-sophisticated 

vocabulary is very important 
as well as a range of 

punctuation-allow the 

examiner to give you marks. 

Create lists of your 
favourite/best vocabulary 
and then move those to 
flashcards to ensure you 
remember to use them in 

the exam.  



Language Paper 2 – Non Fiction

Section A – Reading (45 mins + 15 reading time)
4 questions about 2 non fiction texts (1 text will be 19th century 
= old!)

40 marks

Section B – Writing (45 mins)
One task, to write a non fiction text, about an issue (related 
to the extracts)

40 marks 

(24 – content and organisation) 

(16 - spelling and technical accuracy) 





Question one is your true or 
false question-you simply 
need to read carefully. 

Question 2-PEEPEE

No analysis just inferring the 
viewpoint of the reader. 
Read some texts, think 

about the intended impact. 



Question three is the best 
question the paper-good old 
fashioned PEET. Take some 

texts have a go at some 
PEET analysis.  





Question five is the most 
important question on both 
language papers-worth 40 
marks they are half of each 

paper and a quarter of the GCSE 
grade alone. You must save 

yourself 45 minutes and you 
need to plan and use of your 

previous attempts to help you to 
prepare. 



What could you get? 
• You will be given a topic or a statement.

• You will be told which format to write in – this could be a letter, 
speech, newspaper article, blog, etc.

• You will be told the purpose of the text – writing to inform, persuade, 
advise, entertain, etc.

• The writing section will be linked to the reading materials in section 
A. So, it's sensible to do the reading section before the writing 
section.

• Try to use some information from section A, but do NOT just copy it!



Direct address 

Word groups Dialogue 

Hyperbole 

Tone of 

writing 

Bias

Language devices

POVOrdering of details
(Chronology)

Facts/Opinion

Anecdotes Purpose of text

Formality

METHODS-have you tried any of these out? 

Setting





Folders have been given to every Year 11 containing 
revision guides; these guides can also be found on 

SharePoint to access electronically. 

Above all Year 11 use your books, the curriculum has 
been designed so that they are greatest source of 

revision material for you. You will find model answers, 
mark schemes and suggestions on to improve and your 

own work.  

Good Luck-you’ve got this! 
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