
How to Revise:
English Literature 



Literature Paper 1

• ‘Shakespeare’ – 30 marks + 4 SPAG

‘A Christmas Carol’- 30 marks

Both extract based, and then you write about the 
rest of the text

40% of your whole Literature Grade



English Literature Paper 2

2.15hr  60% of GCSE 

1 x essay on ‘Animal Farm’ or ‘Blood Brothers’ (30 marks)

1 x Comparative essay from the Power and Conflict Poetry anthology (30 marks) 

1 x Unseen Poetry essay (24 marks)

1 x Comparative unseen Poetry essay (8 marks)



GCSE English Literature 

These are closed book exams – you don’t get a copy of 
the texts, so you need to learn key events and quotations 

As well as a revision calendar, these strategies can also be hugely 
helpful

• Talk about the texts studied 

• Get visual: create timelines, graphs and charts

• Create quotation explosions, flashcards, mind maps 

• Workbooks

• YouTube videos and downloading audio: make notes

• Re-read the texts, but don’t passively read: make notes 

• Write essays and redo past essays



Folders have been given to every Year 11 
containing revision guides; these guides can also be 

found on SharePoint to access electronically. 

Above all Year 11 use your books, the curriculum 
has been designed so that they are greatest source 
of revision material for you. You will find model 
answers, mark schemes and suggestions on to 

improve and your own work.  



BRS Revision guides and pupil books



Turn the quotation 
strips from your books 
into flashcards-but be 

sure to include the 
analysis so you are 

arming yourself for the 
exam. 



Create quizzes 
for yourself on 

Educake so 
you can test 

your 
knowledge of 

the texts. 
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