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Geography Curriculum KS4 

AQA GCSE Geography (8035) 

1. Living with the Physical Environment  

This unit is concerned with the dynamic nature of physical processes and systems, and human 

interaction with them in a variety of places and at a range of scales. The aims of this unit are 

to develop an understanding of the tectonic, geomorphological, biological and meteorological 

processes and features in different environments, and the need for management strategies 

governed by sustainability and consideration of the direct and indirect effects of human 

interaction with the Earth and the atmosphere. 

2. Challenges in the Human Environment 

This unit is concerned with human processes, systems and outcomes and how these change 

both spatially and temporally. They are studied in a variety of places and at a range of scales 

and must include places in various states of development, such as higher income countries 

(HICs), lower income countries (LICs) and newly emerging economies (NEEs).The aims of this 

unit are to develop an understanding of the factors that produce a diverse variety of human 

environments; the dynamic nature of these environments that change over time and place; 

the need for sustainable management; and the areas of current and future challenge and 

opportunity for these environments 

3. Geographical Applications 

The Geographical applications unit is designed to be synoptic in that students will be required 

to draw together knowledge, understanding and skills from the full course of study. It is an 

opportunity for students to show their breadth of understanding and an evaluative 

appreciation of the interrelationships between different aspects of geographical study. 
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History Curriculum KS4 

Topic Description 

Period Study – America, 

1840-1895: Expansion and 

consolidation. 

This period study focuses on the development of America during a turbulent 

half century of change. It was a period of expansion and consolidation – the 

expansion to the west and consolidation of the United States as a nation. 

Wider World Depth 

Study– Conflict and 

Tension, 1894-1918. 

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and 

diverse interests of the Great Powers and other states. It focuses on the 

causes, nature and conclusion of the First World War and seeks to show how 

and why conflict occurred, and why it proved difficult to bring the war to a 

conclusion.  

Thematic Study – Britain, 

Health and the People 

c.1000 

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how 

medicine and public health developed in Britain over a long period of time. It 

considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of short and long term 

developments, their impact on British society and how they 

were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods during 

which they took place. 

British Depth Study: 

Norman England, c.1066-

c.1100 

This option allows students to study in depth the arrival of the Normans and 

the establishment of their rule. The depth study will focus on major aspects of 

Norman rule, considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural 

standpoints of this period and arising contemporary and historical 

controversies. 

AQA GCSE History  (8145) 
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 How will I be assessed? 

• Geography 

• Paper 1: Living with the 
Physical Environment 
(1hr30mins) 

• Paper 2: Challenges in 
the Human 
Environment 
(1hr30mins) 

• Paper 3: Geographical 
Applications 
(1hr15mins) 

• History 

• Paper 1: Understanding 
the Modern World (2 
hours). 

• Paper 2: Shaping the 
Nation (2 hours). 
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Enrichment and Extra Curricular 
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Remote Learning 

• Lessons on FireFly 
• Quizzes 
• Videos 

• Geography in the 
News 

• Knowledge 
Organisers 
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 Where can GCSE Geography and  

History take me? 
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What our current Year 10s and Year 11s 
think… 

‘Teachers are 
positive and 
helpful.’ 

‘History and 
Geography are 
interesting as we 
learn about 
world problems.’  

‘Decent 
lessons.’ 

‘History is a 
great subject. 
You learn all 
about how the UK 
came to be what 
it is today.’ 

‘Teachers are 
very helpful and 

enthusiastic 
about the 
subject.’ 


