








































CONTACT M r  D avies-Tagg 

elliot.davies-tagg@robertsutton.staffs.sch.uk 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 100% Exam EXAM BOARD: AQA 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum enables students to study different aspects of the past, so they 
can engage with key issues such as conflict, understand what drives change and how the past 
influences the present. 

Paper I Topic Description 

Paper 1: 

Understandi 

ng the 

Modern 

World 

(50% of 

GCSE, 2 

hours, 84 

marks) 

Paper 2: 

Shaping the 

Nation 

(50% of 

GCSE, 2 

hours, 84 

marks) 

Period Study -

America, 1840-

1895: Expansion 

and consolidation. 

Wider World 

Depth Study

Conflict and 

Tension, 1894-

1918. 

Thematic Study -

Britain, Health and 

the People c.1000 

British Depth 

Study: Norman 

England, c.1066-

c.1100

This period study focuses on the development of America during a 

turbulent half century of change. It was a period of expansion and 

consolidation - the expansion to the west and consolidation of the 

United States as a nation. 

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the 

complex and diverse interests of the Great Powers and other states. 

It focuses on the causes, nature and conclusion of the First World War 

and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred, and why it proved 

difficult to bring the war to a conclusion. 

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of 

how medicine and public health developed in Britain over a long 

period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and 

consequences of short and long term developments, their impact on 

British society and how they were related to the key features and 

characteristics of the periods during which they took place. 

This option allows students to study in depth the arrival of the 

Normans and the establishment of their rule. The depth study will 

focus on major aspects of Norman rule, considered from economic, 

religious, political, social and cultural standpoints of this period and 

arising contemporary and historical controversies. 

At KS4, History pupils will be assessed formatively using a range of peer and self-assessment, 
as well as through marking and feedback in the form of clear targets and questioning by 
teachers to ensure consistent progression. Pupils will regularly complete exam questions in 
lesson and as homework. 

Summative assessment practices at KS4 result in Year 10 and Year 11 students having three 
SPCs throughout the year (including one Mock Exam). SPCs will be in the form of either half a 
GCSE Paper (40-44marks) or a full GCSE Paper (84marks) depending on content coverage. SPCs 
will feature a range of 4  to  16 mark questions based on the following Assessment Objectives: 

AOl A02 A03 A04 

Apply Explain and analyse 

Historical second order concepts. 

knowledge. 

Use sources to make 

judgements. 
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Consider similarities and 

differences between 

sources. 





EXAM BOARD: Eduqas 

Miss Crowther 

hannah.crowther@robertsutton.staffs.sch.uk 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 60% Portfolio and 40% Exam 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The Eduqas GCSE in Art and Design is designed to provide engaging, challenging, coherent 

and meaningful Learning experiences through a flexible structure that supports the sequential 

and incremental development of creative practice. A rewarding and immersive programme of 

study broadens experience, develops imagination and technical skills, fosters creativity and 

promotes personal and social development. The focus of the specification is to nurture an 

enthusiasm for Art, Craft and Design and, through a broad introductory foundation programme, 

to develop critical, practical and theoretical skills that enable students to gain a holistic 

understanding of a range of practices and contexts in the visual arts, crafts and design fields.' 

This specification encourages students to: 

• Actively engage in the creative process of art, craft and design in order to develop as 

effective and independent Learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring 

mind

• Develop creative, imaginative and intuitive capabilities when exploring and making 

images,  artefacts and products

• Become confident in taking risks and Learn from experience when exploring and 

experimenting with ideas, processes, media, materials and techniques

• Develop critical understanding through investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, 

technical and expressive skills

• Develop and refine ideas and proposals, personal outcomes or solutions with increasing 

independence

Possible areas of study include: 

• Drawing

• Installation

• Lens and Light-based media

• Mixed media

• Land art

• Printing

• Painting

• Sculpture

Students will be assessed through a personal Learning checklist for each unit of work, grading 

their progress based on a RAG rating and a teacher digital tracker. A formal assessment of 

each unit will take place using the 4 GCSE assessment objectives. 
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EXAM BOARD: AQA 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Miss Crowther 

hannah.crowther@robertsutton.staffs.sch.uk 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 60% Portfolio and 40% Exam 

'The AQA GCSE Art Textiles is a vibrant and dynamic course that gives students the freedom to 
explore the subject in ways that inspire and bring out the best in all students, whilst equipping 
them with the skills to continue the subject with confidence at AS, A-Level and beyond. There 
is a full range of options open to students, which allow for the study of Art Textiles in both 
breadth and depth. Portfolio projects, assignments or briefs can be open-ended or more 
narrowly focused. There is no restriction on the choice of media, scale or format that students 
use to reflect and evidence their submissions.' 

This specification encourages students to: 

• Actively engage in the creative process of art, craft and design in order to develop as 
effective and independent Learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring 
minds

• Develop creative, imaginative and intuitive capabilities when exploring and making 
images, artefacts and products

• Become confident in taking risks and Learn from experience when exploring and 
experimenting with ideas, processes, media, materials and techniques

• Develop critical understanding through investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, 
technical and expressive skills

• Develop and refine ideas and proposals, personal outcomes or solutions with increasing 
independence

Possible areas of study include: 

• Weaving
Felting

• Stitching
• Applique construction methods
• Printing
• Yarns
• Threads
• Fabrics
• Textile materials

Students will be assessed through a personal Learning checklist for each unit of work, grading 
their progress based on a RAG rating and a teacher digital tracker. A formal assessment of 
each unit will take place using the 4 GCSE assessment objectives. 
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CONTACT Mrs Langston 

jennifer.Langston@robertsutton.staffs.sch.uk 

EXAM BOARD: AOA COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 50% Written Exam and 50% NEA 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Our GCSE Design and Technology course sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills 

required to undertake the iterative design process of exploring, creating and evaluating.  The 

course is delivered through the practical application of this knowledge and understanding, 

with topics and themes grouped together and split into three sections as follows:

Core technical principle 

• New and emerging technologies

Energy generation and storage
• Developments in new materials
• Systems approach to designing
• Mechanical devices
• Materials and their working properties

Specialist technical principle 
• Selection of materials or components
• Forces and stresses
• Ecological and social footprint
• Sources and origins
• Using and working with materials
• Stock forms, types and sizes
• Scales of production
• Specialist techniques and processes
• Surface treatments and finishes

Designing and making principles 
• Investigation, primary and secondary data
• Environmental, social and economic challenge
• The work of others
• Design strategies
• Communication of design ideas
• Prototype development
• Selection of materials and components
• Tolerances
• Material management
• Specialist tools, equipment, techniques and processes

Students will be assessed through a personal learning checklist for each unit of work, grading 

their progress based on a RAG rating and a teacher digital tracker. A formal assessment of 

each unit will take place using the GCSE assessment objectives. 
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CONTACT Mrs Langston 
jennifer.Langston@robertsutton.staffs.sch.uk 

EXAM BOARD: AOA COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 50% Written Exam and 50% NEA 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Food and Nutrition in our school will equip students with the knowledge, understanding and 
skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. 
Our curriculum will encourage students to cook and enable them to make informed decisions 
about a wide range of further Learning opportunities and career pathways as well as develop 
vital Life skills that enable them to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, 
now and Later in Life. 
Through food and nutrition, students will: 

• Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking using
a variety of food commodities, cooking techniques and equipment

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical
processes as well as the nutritional content of food and drinks

• Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the
physiological and psychological effects of poor diet and health

• Understand the economic, environmental, ethical, and socio-cultural influences on
food availability, production processes, and diet and health choices

• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties,
sensory qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing,
processing, storing, cooking and serving food

• Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary
traditions (traditional British and international), to inspire new ideas or modify existing
recipes

During Year 10 students will complete knowledge checks at the end of every Lesson and 
knowledge recaps at the start of the Lesson. Students will be assessed on their practical skills 
every Lesson and also complete written assessments in the form of GCSE papers/style 
questions to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding. 
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Mrs Goddard 
liz.goddard@robertsutton.staffs.sch.uk 

EXAM BOARD: Edexcel 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 60% Exam, 30% Practical Performance and 10% 

Personal Exercise Programme (non-examined assessment) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

A GCSE in Physical Education equips pupils with the knowledge, understanding, skills and 
values they need to develop and maintain their performance in physical activities. Pupils also 
gain an understanding of how physical activities benefit health, fitness and well-being. 

The GCSE PE course has theory and practical elements. 

The Theory Element is worth 60% and this consists of the following: 

Theory Exam 1: 

• Anatomy and Physiology
• Movement Analysis
• Training and Data

Theory Exam 2: 

• Health and Fitness
• Psychology of Sport

Socio-cultural issues in Sport and Fitness

In GCSE PE students are tested after each unit, known as knowledge curriculum tests. These 
assessments will test all of the knowledge and skills that the students have developed up to 
that point. Each assessment aims to cover questions from a range of difficulties, ensuring that 
students at different attainment levels can be distinguished between. 

The practical element is worth 40% and comprises of practical activities and coursework. 
Pupils will be assessed in three approved practical activities. Pupils can be assessed in 
activities inside and outside of school. Pupils must be willing participants in order to succeed 
in this element of the course (with attendance at extra-curricular clubs highly recommended). 
This element is referred to as the NEA (Non Examined Assessment). 
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