
              

“The more you read, the more you know. The more that 
you learn, the places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss could have 
been talking about the students at Blessed Robert 

Sutton with this quote as reading has become a core part of everyday life.  

Our unique and inspiring reading programme gives our students the opportunity to read 
modern literature every morning. These texts include: ‘Killing Honour’ By Bali Rai, 
‘Checkmates’ by Stuart Foster and ‘The Haven’ by Simon Lelic. These are just a few of the 
titles that our students have enjoyed. By the end of year 11, our students will have read a 
huge number of books with challenging themes and vocabulary. When you walk around 
the building in the morning there is a sense of calm and focus as students enjoy their 
latest book, but don’t be surprised if you see staff touched by the emotion of the books 
like ‘A Little Bird by Flies’ by Karen McCombie. 

AN EXAMPLE OF SOME OF THE TEXTS WE READ: 

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 

Talking to Alaska 

By Anna Woltz 

Checkmates 

By Stuart Foster 

Web of Darkness 

By Bali Rai 

Killing Honour 

By Bali Rai 

Abomination 

By Robert Swindells 

13 Hours 

By Narinder Dhami 

The Haven 

By Simon Lelic 

Cold Sunflowers 

By Mark Sippings 

City of Ghosts 

By Victoria Schwab 

Max Kowalski 

By Suzie Day 

Boy at the Top of the  

Mountain 

By John Boyne 

Countless 

By Karen Gregory 

Bus Stop Baby 

By Fleur Hitchcock 

Skylarks 

By Karen Gregory 

Maggot Moon 

By Sally Gardner 

The Cost of Knowing 

By Brittney Morris 

Smart 

By Kim Slater 

Ghost 

By Jason Reynolds 

Pigeon English 

By Stephen Kelman 

After the Fire 

By Will Hill 

Street Child 

By Berlie Doherty 

After Tomorrow 

By Gillian Cross 

The Island 

By C.L. Taylor 

The Places I’ve Cried  

in Public 

By Holly Bourne 

Little Bird Flies 

By Karen McCombie 
 

The Wasp Factory 

By Iain Banks 

My Sister The Serial Killer 

By Oyinkan Braithwaite 

   
The Lovely Bones 

By Alice Sebold 
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